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lives of the children to this pattern, commune homes
would relieve the women of the drudgery of the old
family life and enable them to attend meetings and
engage in other cultural work and thus enjoy life
more fully.

But the communists' program of collectivizing
the children encountered many obstacles, and at no
time did the commune homes play as important a
part as the government had anticipated that they
would in the abolishment of the old family life and
the creation of the new one. Even when the govern-
ment leaders' belief in these commune homes was
at its height, they were unable to build enough of
these institutions to take care of even a small por-
tion of the total population of the U.S.S.R.; but the
principal cause of their failure lay in the complete
lack of enthusiasm, or even willingness, on the part
of the workers to move their families into them.

The communists were unable to eradicate by
decree the maternal instinct; and family ties, which
exist among the Russian people just as they do
among people of the rest of the world, proved
stronger in the end than the authority of the govern-
ment. They discovered that the average mother is
by nature so depraved that she would rather stay at
home, changing her baby's diapers or putting him